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Upcoming Projects:  The Women II.  Send in your submssion of 
those women of Boulder we missed in the last publication.

The Boulder Heritage Foundation is a tax deductible nonprofit corporation.  

Donations support the Boulder Heritage Festival, Cliff Notes Writing Workshop, and 

the Hogsback HeritagePublication  Projects.

Boulder Heritage Foundation

P.O. Box 1448

Boulder, Utah 84716

For more information/suggestions call Cheryl at 335-7550 or  email ccox@boulderheritage.org.

PreHistoric Days
by Nethella King Woolsey 
(1938 - Life in Boulder, Utah: The King Story)

 That Boulder was anciently inhabited by comparatively 

large numbers of people is evidence by numerous cliff dwell-

ings to be found in the vicinity.  Probably the rugged canyons 

and ledges offered safety from enemies.  On the hill near the 

school house is a mound, which partial excavation has revealed 

to have been a structure of the ancient mound builders.  Some 

of the partition walls are still intact.  Numerous fine pieces of 

pottery have been taken out.  It is thought, from its position, 

that this might have been a fortress of some sort.  Standing on 

this mound on a clear day with the Boulder Mountain at one’s 

back, one may have a good view around three-fourths of the 

circumference of the horizon covering hundreds of square 

miles of territory.  Elevated as it is above the lower country and 

unobstructed by mountains or hills, it affords a view toward the 

east to the Henry Mountains, toward the south east to Navajo 

Mountain, to the south and to the west of the Escalante Moun-

tains.  Signal fires could have been lighted on points of any of 

these mountains or on intervening lower peaks that could have 

carried meaning to watchers on this fortress, who could have 

signaled back with similar fires.  

 As for the broken bits of pottery and arrowheads, one re-

ply is made by Henry David Thoreau to the visitor at his Walden 

retreat who wanted to know where Indian relics might be found.  

“Anywhere,” answered Thoreau, as he stooped and picked up a 

broken arrowhead at his feet.  So it is in Boulder.  Boys playing 

on any hillside return with their pockets full of them.  Interest-

ing collections may be found in almost any home, not only of 

choice arrowheads and spikes, but also fo ancient stones used 

for grinding meal.  
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